Dear Petitioner:

Attached is an application to the Milford Township Zoning Board of Appeals for a variance in the Milford Township Zoning Ordinance.

Please complete the attached application in its entirety and return it to the office of the Clerk.  Application for a variance must be filed at least three (3) weeks prior to the scheduled meeting date of the Zoning Board of Appeals.

You must also submit the following with your application:

1. Nine (9) prints of a plot plan, drawn to scale, showing the lot or lots in          

        question and the intended structural layout.  These prints will remain part of  

         the petition.

2. A statement or letter indicating the purpose of the variance and why the 

change is necessary for the preservation and enjoyment of substantial property rights, and why such a change will not be detrimental to the public welfare nor the property of persons located in the vicinity thereof.

3. If the variance concerns a private road, nine  (9) prints of the topographical 

layout of the road plus a plot plan showing the location of said road must be submitted with the application.

The Clerk will notify you at the time you submit your application as the time and date of the next meeting.  Fee for appearing before the Board of Appeals is $200.00.  Please make check payable to the Charter Township of Milford. 
If you should have any questions, please contact the Clerk’s office 685-8731.

NOTE TO APPLICANT: At least TWO (2) WEEKS prior to the hearing, the front property corners must be clearly “staked”; also, a “stake” must be centered on the front property line showing the “variance” number.  If a building or addition is involved, the dimensions of the building or addition must be clearly defined and staked.  Board members may visit the site without prior notification to property owners.  If the Board members are unable to clearly define the property in question because of failure of applicant to comply with this requirement, NO ACTION will be taken at the scheduled public hearing. 

VARIANCE #      ________________________________

FEE PAID:           ________________________________

RECEIVED BY:  ________________________________

TOWNSHIP OF MILFORD

APPLICATION FOR VARIANCE – ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

NAME OF APPLICANT                  ___________________________________________________________

ADDRESS                                         ___________________________________________________________

TELEPHONE #                                 ___________________________________________________________

NAME OF REPRESENTATIVE:    ___________________________________________________________

ADDRESS                                         ___________________________________________________________

TELEPHONE #                                 ___________________________________________________________

NAME OF PROPERTY OWNER    ___________________________________________________________

ADDRESS                                         ___________________________________________________________

TELEPHONE #                                 ___________________________________________________________

· 1.  The property is located at _________________________________, between _________________Road 

and ______________________________ Road, on the _________________________side of the street.

· 2.   The property has frontage of  ________________________ feet and a depth of  __________________

            The property is in acreage of ______________________ acres.

· 3.   The zoning of the property is __________________________.

(    4.    Property is known as sidwell # ________________________.


Lot or Lots # ______________________________________.


Subdivision known as _______________________________. 

· 5.   A letter is attached, indicating purpose and intent of the variance(s) and nature of the hardship.

· 6.  Ordinance violation(s):

   
Ordinance #: _______________ , _______________ , _______________


Chapter #:     _______________ , _______________ , _______________


Article #        _______________ , _______________ , _______________


Section #       _______________ , _______________ , _______________

· 7.  A Plot Plan or Site Plan, drawn to scale, is attached showing the following (said plans are made a part of   

           this application):

1. Private roads

2. Structure, existing and proposed

3. Property lines, including those of neighboring parcels

4. Topography, showing drainage

5. Easements and right-of-ways

6. Other elements which affect this application

Signature of Applicant  ___________________________________________ Date _____________________

NOTE TO APPLICANT: At least TWO (2) WEEKS prior to the hearing, the front property corners must be clearly “staked”; also, a “stake” must be centered on the front property line showing the “variance” number.  If a building or addition is involved, the dimensions of the building or addition must be clearly defined and staked.  Board members may visit the site without prior notification to property owners. If the Board members are unable to clearly define the property in question because of failure of applicant to comply with this requirement, NO ACTION will be taken at the scheduled public hearing. 

ZONING VARIANCE DECISION-MAKERS CHECKLIST

Members of a Zoning Board of appeals have the difficult job of deciding whether or not to approve a variance which has been requested.  Following is a list of questions which board members can use to help them decide if a variance is justified:

1. Is the applicant’s lot unique (in terms of size, shape, topography or location) 

      when compared to other lots in the same zone?



     Answer must be YES

2. Can the property reasonably be used in a manner which is consistent with 

the requirements of the Zoning Ordinance?




     Answer must be NO

3. If the variance is denied, would the applicant be denied privileges enjoyed

by neighboring properties?






     Answer must be YES

      4.   Is the need for a variance created by the applicant?



     Answer must be NO

      5.   Will the variance, if approved, have an adverse affect on the property

      values of adjoining properties?





     Answer must be NO

6. Will the variance injure or damage neighboring properties (consider hazards

from fire, flood, lights, traffic congestion, etc.)?                                                 Answer must be NO

      7.   Would this variance constitute an undesirable precedent?


     Answer must be NO

      8.   Is the variance contrary to the intent and purpose of the Zoning Ordinance?     Answer must be NO

9. Is the variance being requested because of personal or economic hardship 

rather than the unique physical situation of the particular property?

     Answer must be NO

10. Does the variance constitute the minimum action necessary to permit 

reasonable use of the land and buildings?




     Answer must me YES

In summary, a zoning variance must apply only to an unusual condition found on the land.  A variance should not be granted to give an applicant a special privilege not enjoyed by his neighbors.  Where the property owner is able to show evidence that a hardship does exist that prevents reasonable return on this/her property, it is the duty of the Board to grant relief in the form of a variance.  After reaching a conclusion, the Board should again consider question number 10.

